
Lake Sturgeon

SUMMARY

The Lake Sturgeon (Acipenser fulvescens) is a migrating benthivore (feeding predominantly on 

aquatic invertebrates) that has long been a part of Indigenous Canadian culture. It is Canada’s largest 

freshwater fish species and the host fish for the larval stage of the Hickorynut (an endangered freshwater 

mussel). Being a migratory species, Lake Sturgeon migrate between May and June, over rubble substrate, 

to shallow rapids where they spawn. However, the construction of dams has largely inhibited access to 

historical spawning sites, forcing sturgeon to spawn at the base of these dams. This present-day stress 

coupled with extensive commercial fishing of the Lake Sturgeon in the mid 19th to early 20th century and 

degraded water quality has led to population declines that have been hard for the species to recover from. 

The Lake Sturgeon’s vulnerability is compounded by their low recruitment rate (as a consequence of their 

late age of maturity and periodic spawning), as well as their slow growth rates, long-life expectancy and 

low adult mortality.

Once upon a time the lake sturgeon was capable of migrating 

from Quebec City all the way to  Brockville, Ontario, but dam 

construction has fragmented their habitat and threatened 

this species. 



Lake Sturgeon

For more information, contact Ottawa Riverkeeper:

275 Bay St, #301, Ottawa, ON, K1R 5Z5

(613) 321-1120

www.ottawariverkeeper.ca

FUN FACTS

During migration periods, the lake sturgeon can travel over 200 km.

The oldest sturgeon found was 154 years old caught in Lake of the Woods while the largest found weighed 

140 kg, measured 2.4 m caught at Batchawana Bay, Lake Superior.

As of July 1, 2008, recreational anglers in Ontario are no longer allowed to keep any lake sturgeon they 

catch.

Possible places to find Lake Sturgeon in the Ottawa River watershed: Lac Allumette and Lower Lac Allumette, 

Lac Coulonge, Lac Dollard des Ormeaux, Lac du Rocher Fendu, Lac des Chats.
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