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A  L E T T E R  F R O M 

Our Leaders
Dear friends and supporters,

It has been another big, busy and successful year for Ottawa Riverkeeper. 

If you have been reading environmental news this year, then you’re not alone in feeling that a bleak picture is often 
painted about the many threats facing our natural world. It can be tempting to give in to cynicism and apathy. That’s 
just one reason why there has never been a more important time to get involved, stay involved, and take action! 
Luckily, that’s what many of us are doing, and there are countless inspiring success stories out there, including new 
innovations, narratives, partnerships and initiatives (big and small) that are having very positive impacts.  

At Ottawa Riverkeeper, our commitment to swimmable, drinkable, fishable, sailable, raftable, canoeable waters (and 
more!) is unwavering. We constantly find inspiration from all corners of our extraordinary watershed, as well as 
motivation from you, our fellow community members who are standing up and caring for our most precious resource.   

Together, we’ve been making a difference. We’re working hard to beat plastic pollution, tackle sewage overflows, have 
better management of nuclear waste, stop toxics from entering our rivers, and to protect and enhance our fisheries. 
Thanks to a dedicated network of volunteers such as our Riverwatchers, we’re stewarding more reaches of our 
watershed than ever before. We’re also raising awareness, connecting and educating through our ongoing and new 
initiatives, including our Citizen Science Hub, an exciting vision to train and empower the next generation of river 
enthusiasts.  

We do this because we love our rivers, streams and lakes. We recognize their immense benefits for physical and mental 
health, communities, biodiversity, culture, the economy and our future. 

The recipient of our 2018 Water Leader Award and longtime champion of Ottawa Riverkeeper, Mr. Paul Dewar, said it 
best: “Water unites us all. It connects us all, no matter what your political party, no matter where you live, no matter 
who you are. It is our collective responsibility to preserve it for future generations”. 

Thank you for being a part of our amazing Ottawa River watershed community. We look forward to your continued 
support and to building on our successes in the coming year!

In the river spirit,

Geoff Green, C.M., 
Chair of the Board of Directors

Meredith Brown,  
Riverkeeper

Patrick Nadeau,  
Executive Director



Our outreach and education team works to connect 
people to the amazing waterways in their own back-
yards - because strong stewardship begins from the 
heart! From shoreline clean-ups in Gatineau, to 
drinking water taste-testing booths in Ottawa, to 
connecting with paddlers on the Carp and Rideau 
Rivers, our team organized or attended 35 events to 
connect people to water and give them tools to pro-
tect and restore our rivers. We visited our 24 
Beachkeeper groups to help them promote healthy 
shorelines and learn about river science. We grew 
and improved our lending library, an engaging com-
munity resource to help groups, families and schools 
connect with their river in fun, meaningful ways. In 
total, we spoke directly with over 10,000 people 
throughout the watershed!

Winning hearts across the 
watershed

Nearly 300 awesome people rose early on August 
11th to swim and paddle across the mighty Ottawa 
River. All were successful, crossing the interprovin-
cial boundary halfway through their 4km journey. 
Together we raised a record $45,000 to keep our 
river swimmable! We swam in memory of our good 
friend and lifelong swimmer Tom Anzai, founder 
and race director of the Riverkeeper 4K. Tom’s friends 
and family who share his love of swimming were 
there to continue his legacy and support Tom’s son 
Kenton who did a brilliant job as our new Race 
Director. Swimmers included the Honourable 
Catherine McKenna, Minister of Environment and 
Climate Change Canada, MP for Pontiac Will Amos, 
Gatineau City Councillor Audrey Bureau and the 
Ambassador of the EU delegation to Canada, Peteris 
Ustubs. Congratulations and thank you to all 
participants!

Swimming for clean water

Love Your River
B u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  r i v e r 
e n t h u s i a s t s  a n d  c h a m p i o n s 
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Ottawa Riverkeeper is a leading affiliate of 
Swim Guide, an innovative and bilingual app 
and website which allows beachgoers to find 
the closest beaches, check water quality and 
report pollution. During the summer, we 
updated beach data for 344 sites across our 
watershed on a daily basis. Use of the app has 
increased exponentially for these sites, grow-
ing from 17,121 clicks in 2014 to almost 300,000 
in 2018. If you haven’t already, join over 2 mil-
lion people worldwide who have used the 
app since 2011 and download Swim Guide 
today!

We connected with 
beachgoers

Love Your River
B u i l d i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  r i v e r 
e n t h u s i a s t s  a n d  c h a m p i o n s 

With thousands of kilometers of shorelines in our water-
shed, one might conclude that shoreline degradation is a 
problem that’s too widespread to tackle. Not so! Getting our 
hands dirty alongside future water leaders from Arnprior 
District High School was a powerful reminder that people 
power can make all the difference. Indeed, grassroots 
endeavours to renaturalize shorelines are opportunities for 
communities to take pride in protecting a section of their 
watershed, while inspiring many others to follow. As part of 
shoreline naturalization demonstration projects, we proudly 
partnered with the Town of Arnprior, the Township of 
McNab/Braeside, and citizens in La Passe to plant a wide 
variety of native plants types, all of which contributed to 
reducing erosion, protecting water quality, and adding to 
local biodiversity. 

Renaturalizing shorelines with 
proactive communities



Know Your River
G a i n i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g  s c i e n c e - b a s e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  r i v e r ’ s  h e a l t h

Across our vast watershed there is a desire to under-
stand the state of our river. How healthy is it? What 
are the most concerning threats and what can we do 
better? To tackle these important and complex ques-
tions, Ottawa Riverkeeper has convened a diverse 
team of experts from across the watershed. This 
committee has been researching and articulating a 
framework to assess our watershed’s health - includ-
ing developing a set of indicators to help us gain a 
common understanding of river health and allow us 
to track changes over time. Integrating indigenous 
knowledge and values is a critical component of this 
work, for which we’ve hired an indigenous researcher. 
We’re poised to seek input from watershed stake-
holders to ensure the indicators reflect the questions 
our communities have about watershed health. 

Understanding and monitoring a watershed the size 
of England requires many sets of eyes and ears! Our 
Riverwatch volunteers are a dedicated network of 
community leaders hailing from all over the water-
shed. Together, we engaged with important local 
issues in Riverwatchers’ communities - from water 
quality monitoring, to community outreach and 
education, to shoreline naturalization. And our 
momentum is building. Our first strategic evaluation 
of the program yielded invaluable lessons - from the 
Riverwatchers’ very strong commitment and belief 
in the program (>85%), to their longevity as Ottawa 
Riverkeeper volunteers (over 4 years for more than 
half of the participants), to the need for more effi-
cient sharing of water monitoring data. We look for-
ward to welcoming our 100th Riverwatcher by 2019!

Understanding Watershed 
Health

Riverwatchers: our pillars of 
community-based stewardship
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Know Your River
G a i n i n g  a n d  s h a r i n g  s c i e n c e - b a s e d 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  o u r  r i v e r ’ s  h e a l t h

We’re passionate about empower-
ing our fellow community members 
to know their river. That’s why we’re 
thrilled to be developing a Citizen 
Science Hub, a unique physical 
space within our expanded office 
which welcomes citizen scientists to 
learn from our experts and share 
their experience as river users. As 
part of the Hub, we’re purchasing 
equipment to test recreational 
water quality in-house, alongside 
our citizen scientists, rather than 
sending samples to the lab. We suc-
cessfully piloted water quality test-
ing at three locations this summer, 
and can’t wait to engage with more 
citizen scientists!

A Citizen Science Hub 
in the making



Stewards, Together
B r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  k e y  p l a y e r s 
t o  p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d  h e a l t h

People around our watershed are extremely concerned about a 
proposal to build a very large, permanent dump for nuclear 
waste at the site of Chalk River Nuclear Laboratories, situated on 
the banks of the Ottawa River. Ottawa Riverkeeper applied for 
and received funding to participate in the Environmental 
Assessment process, allowing us to hire two experts to review 
the long and technical Environmental Impact Statement. Our 
Riverkeeper gave a strong presentation before Commissioners 
who will eventually make recommendations to the regulator, 
the Canadian Nuclear Safety Commission. Ottawa Riverkeeper 
has been working very closely with other concerned organiza-
tions including the Algonquin Anishinaabe Nation Tribal Council. 
Together, we organized and attended dozens of community 
meetings, held three press conferences, two canoe protests, 
wrote dozens of letters to elected officials as well as the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and did over 20 media 
interviews to raise awareness of this important issue. The valid 
questions we have raised and the spotlight on the issue have 
made a difference. The timelines on the Environmental 
Assessment have been extended by a year - more time to con-
tinue to advocate for a better solution and meaningful consulta-
tion with indigenous peoples.

We stood up for better nuclear waste 
management 

Brushing our teeth and washing our 
hands shouldn’t have to be a cause for 
concern about our river! But that’s pre-
cisely what’s happening with triclosan, a 
chemical recognized as toxic to aquatic 
organisms yet still found in a wide vari-
ety of products, such as soaps, tooth-
paste, and cleaners. While Canada 
refuses to ban triclosan - in our opinion, a 
prime example of the need to reform the 
Canadian Environmental Protection Act 
(CEPA) - we are not standing idly by. 
We’ve enlisted nearly 1,000 people 
throughout our watershed to look for 
and “ban” triclosan from their own 
homes, schools and workplaces… show-
ing the government just how it’s done! 
We will continue to monitor progress 
with CEPA reform and participate in the 
final proceedings to determine the fate 
of triclosan in Canada. 

Stopping toxics from 
entering our river







Stewards, Together
B r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  k e y  p l a y e r s 
t o  p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d  h e a l t h

No one wants to swim, paddle or fish in untreated 
sewage! Ottawa Riverkeeper has been working 
with the cities of Ottawa and Gatineau to make 
improvements that will reduce sewer overflows 
and let swimmers, surfers and paddlers know 
when sewage flows into their playground. To cat-
alyze action, we teamed up with AquaHacking 
and over 300 “hackers” to tackle the challenge of 
providing real-time alerts when sewers overflow 
into the river. At the time of printing, we are down 
to 3 teams who are fine-tuning their solutions to 
present to judges at the AquaHacking final. 
Meanwhile, the City of Ottawa continues to 
reduce the frequency and volume of combined 
sewer overflows into the Ottawa River. Once 
completed, the new combined sewer storage 
tunnel will prevent billions of litres of untreated 
sewage from entering our river. Based on this 
story of success, we developed and published a 
comprehensive bilingual toolkit to empower 
groups across Canada with a roadmap for tack-
ling the issue in their community.  

Taking action on sewage 
overflows

The Ottawa River is home to 93 species of fish and we 
want to make sure we have a good plan to protect and 
restore our fish populations. For five years, Ottawa 
Riverkeeper has been an active member of the Fisheries 
Management Advisory Council for the Ottawa River 
that is being led and managed by the Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry. Together with a ded-
icated and knowledgeable group of anglers and con-
servationists, we completed the Ottawa River Fisheries 
Management Plan. The plan is a solid document with 
excellent recommendations and we will continue to 
work with partners to implement it.
 
We also continued our work to restore the Ottawa River 
population of American eels, an endangered species 
that was once one of the most abundant fish in our 
river. In collaboration with other groups and experts, 
we provided input to the government of Ontario’s 
American Eel Recovery Strategy. Once again this sum-
mer, we accompanied watershed players such as 
Ontario Power Generation, Hydro-Québec, and the 
Québec government to tag and release 400 American 
eels into the Ottawa River.

Keeping fish in our river



Stewards, Together
B r i n g i n g  t o g e t h e r  k e y  p l a y e r s 
t o  p r o t e c t  w a t e r s h e d  h e a l t h

The global crisis of plastic pollution is a powerful reminder 
that we’re all interconnected - with rivers worldwide carry-
ing much of this pollution to the sea. Ottawa Riverkeeper is 
working at all levels to keep plastics out of our river. We 
encouraged local businesses to give up on single-use plas-
tics. We also cleaned up 650,000 m2 of Ottawa River shore-
lines, thanks to 300 dedicated community members. 
Among them were the Ambassadors of five Nordic coun-
tries and the Honourable Catherine McKenna, Minister of 
Environment and Climate Change. 

On the national stage, we are joining others in calling on 
the federal government to adopt strong waste policies that 
hold producers responsible, keep problematic plastics out 
of Canada, and dramatically increase reuse and recycling. 
Amid the plastics crisis, there is also good news. On Canada 
Day, we welcomed the coming into effect of the ban on 
plastic microbeads in toiletry products, the result of citizen 
mobilization across the country, including our “Ban the 
Bead” campaign.

Beating plastic pollution

Addressing watershed-scale issues such as 
water pollution, flooding, fish migration and 
shoreline restoration is easier when we com-
bine our strengths and knowledge and work 
toward shared goals. We continue to network 
and build relationships with a wide range of 
allies across our watershed, including 
Conservation Authorities, Organismes de 
bassin versant, First Nations, municipalities, 
recreation communities, angler associations, 
research institutes, and many others. To help 
everyone connect, innovate and stay 
informed, we are poised to launch a bilingual, 
online Ottawa River Info-Hub for all to use. 
The Hub will showcase local achievements, 
encourage knowledge sharing on watershed 
health, and highlight opportunities for resto-
ration and education.

Connecting across our 
watershed
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A Strong Ottawa Riverkeeper
A  r e s i l i e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  f o r 
t h e  l o n g  h a u l

A spectacular sunset over the water was just the beginning of yet another magical Riverkeeper Gala, presented 
by the Insurance Bureau of Canada. Nearly 500 cheerful guests converged at the confluence of the mighty 
Ottawa, Gatineau and Rideau rivers for a celebration of our rivers and the people who protect them. Partygoers 
were treated to a stunning venue imagined by a team of visionary volunteers, including Tania Kratt and Penny 
Schroeder. Among guests were many prominent business and community leaders, an inspiring show of solidar-
ity and appreciation for the exceptional quality of life rivers bring to our national capital. We bestowed the title 
of Honorary Riverkeeper upon Henry Burris, former quarterback for the Ottawa Redblacks, who joined a pres-
tigious circle that includes Murray Sinclair, Sophie Grégoire Trudeau, Kevin Vickers, Mark Carney, and Stephen 
Poloz. Paul Dewar, former MP for Ottawa Centre and river lover, and Autumn Peltier, an Anishinaabe youth and 
water guardian, graciously accepted our Water Leader awards for their outstanding contributions to swimma-
ble, drinkable and fishable waters.

A delightful night for our river
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Our Financials
F o r  f i s c a l  y e a r  2 0 1 8

Year

2015 2016 2017 2018

In
co

m
e

$250,000

$500,000

$750,000

$1,000,000

Growing Every Year!
Foundations 41%

Riverkeeper Gala 23%

Governments 14%

Individual Gifts 13%

Corporate 4%

Events 3% Other 2%

Income

Expenses
Riverwatch & Pollution Monitoring 13%

Issues & Advocacy 33%Education & Outreach 29%

Watershed Network &  
Convening Stakeholders 25%

Outer Circle:  $546,908 
Program Expenses

Middle Circle:  $249,530 
Fundraising  

Inner Circle:  $157,591 
Administration &  
Good  Governance

Total:  $954,032

Total:  $1,017,303



$100,000
The Ontario Trillium Foundation

$50,000 - $99,999
City of Gatineau
RBC Foundation

$25,000 - $49,999
Canada Goose
Echo Foundation
EY
Anonymous
Government of Canada - Job Training 

Grants
Insurance Bureau of Canada
Leacross Foundation

$10,000 - $24,999
Adventure Canada
Anonymous*
Anonymous
bv02
Cement Association of Canada
Dentons Canada LLP
Dragonfly Fund - Tides Canada
Google Canada
Gosling Foundation
Labarge Foundation
Lush Cosmetics
Mclean Foundation
Thyme & Again
Ottawa Community Foundation
Our Living Waters - Tides Canada
United States Embassy Ottawa

$5,000 - $9,999
Anonymous
Brookfield Renewable Energy Group
Canada150 Canadian Heritage Rivers
Canada-Ontario Job Grant
Cornelia Duck
Hydro Ottawa Limited
Kenneth Molson Foundation
Lake Ontario Waterkeeper
Muskoka Brewery & Evergreen Fresh Water 

Grant Program
Ontario Power Generation
RBR
Anonymous
Taggart Parkes Foundation
Tartan Homes
Unifor
United Way
Zibi

$1,000 - $4,999
Alterna Savings
Anonymous
Anonymous
Ashbury College
Barry Sims
Beau’s All Natural Brewing
Big City Fishing
Bill and Margaret Dean Perpetual Motion 

Money Fund*
Cameron and Karen Metcalfe
CIBC
Colleen & Jeff Westeinde
Crystal Beshara

David Lidbetter
Dragados-Tomlinson
Ed Brunet et associés Canada Inc.
Ellice Fancher
Ensight
GGFL Chartered Accountants
Jacob Siefring
Richard and Jean Van Loon
Kratt Brothers Company
Kruger Products
Logs End
Mark Kepkay
MEC
Ottawa City Rafting
Patrick Nadeau
Peter Colbert 
Sharon Kelly
Skyline Ottawa
Frankton Coffin Family Foundation
Students on Ice Foundation
Summa Strategies
Tania Kratt Interiors
Trailhead
Vaughn MacLellan
Wakefield Mill
Wall Space Framing
WestJet

< $1,000
We are grateful to the over 800 donors 

who donated at this level

You inspire us and make our work incredible. 
We are deeply grateful to all our friends, partners, and donors.

Your Support

For fiscal year ending March 31, 2018
*Denotes a fund established at the Ottawa  
  Community Foundation
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